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“The first serious analysis of a neglected but vital aspect of the Affordable Care Act, Obamacare 

Wars offers an informed and revealing look at the varied role of the states in the implementation 

of President Obama's landmark federal health law. Ideal for both graduate and undergraduate 

courses, as well as law, business, and public health programs, the book should be read by anyone 

trying to understand the post-enactment struggles that have resulted in millions of Americans 

obtaining new coverage—and millions more waiting for it as their state leaders resist federal 

intentions.”-Jacob S. Hacker, Yale University  

“Although much has been written about the historic struggles leading up to the passage of the 

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010, less is known about the implementation as 

after the battlefield shifted from the halls of Congress to the states. Obamacare Wars: 

Federalism, State Politics, and the Affordable Care Act picks up the story as the states attempt to 

set up exchanges, decide whether to expand Medicaid and deal with the numerous regulations on 

insurers and health care providers. This exceptional book by three leading policy experts tells the 

fascinating story of the implementation of Obamacare and the myriad ways this landmark 

legislation is remaking the health care system in the U.S.”-Jill Quadagno, Florida State 

University  

“By design, Obamacare built upon existing institutions, and no institution has been more central 

to the heated partisan battle over its implementation than federalism. By exploring why some 

state actors have embraced the Medicaid expansion, the insurance exchanges, and key regulatory 

elements of the Affordable Care Act while others have fought these policies tooth-and-

nail, Daniel Béland, Philip Rocco, and Alex Waddan shed new light on why red-state 

conservatives were able to slow but not stop this landmark law. Timely, thoughtful, and clearly 

written, Obamacare Wars offers penetrating insights into how policy legacies, institutional 

fragmentation, and public sentiments shape post-reform politics.”-Eric M. Patashnik, 

University of Virginia  

“Obamacare Wars offers a deft, timely analysis of state-level battles over the implementation of 

the Affordable Care Act. This book is an essential read for anyone interested in health policy, 

federalism, and the political conflicts engendered by both. 

Too many scholars stop their analysis at the passage of a law. Yet, as Obamacare Wars shows, 

passage of the 2010 Affordable Care Act was only the first stage of a long battle to remake U.S. 

health care. Béland, Rocco, and Waddan bring clarity to the complex politics of the Affordable 

Care Act's implementation in this timely and important book.” -Kimberly J. Morgan, George 

Washington University  



“Many books discuss the passage of the Affordable Care Act. Many books discuss American 

federalism. Few bring together the passage, implementation, and federal dimension of the 

Affordable Care Act in such a coherent, informed, and theoretically interesting package. 

Few pieces of legislation have had such a contentious passage and implementation as the 

Affordable Care Act, and few laws that have had so much discussion still have so many 

undiscovered lessons for politics and policy.  

Writing about the passage and politics of Obamacare is hard enough, as many writers have 

shown, but Obamacare Wars pulls off the much trickier task of connecting the passage and 

design of the ACA with its troubled and ongoing implementation.  

Drawing on and arguing with much of what is written about American federalism and health 

politics, Obamacare Wars makes sense of an intricate and disputed law and sheds new light on 

the workings, and costs, of American federalism.  

Scholars will be challenged by the argument; upper division students will learn from its well 

written, well structured, and policy literate presentation of the law that dominates health policy 

debates.”-Scott L. Greer, University of Michigan  

 


